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Republican legisla- 
tor from St. Marys 
Point announces 
plans to seek seat 
being vacated by 
Al Franken. B1 


Ban on lethal 
viruses lifted 
Federal officials 
end three-year 
moratorium, set 
guidelines. A2 
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Cold spell won't just be 
cold, it'll be long. B8 


State’s health chief resigns 


Move comes amid controversy over agency’s handling of elder abuse cases. 


By CHRIS SERRES 
chris.serres@startribune.com 


Dr. Edward Ehlinger resigned 
Tuesday as Minnesota’s com- 
missioner of health in the wake 
of published reports and contro- 
versy over the state’s mishan- 
dling of allegations of criminal 
abuse in senior care facilities. 

Deputy Commissioner Dan 


Pollock will serve as acting 
commissioner of the Health 
Department until a permanent 
replacement is appointed by 
Gov. Mark Dayton. 

“We are grateful to Commis- 
sioner Ehlinger for his many 
years of dedicated public ser- 
vice,” Dayton said in a written 
statement Tuesday afternoon. 
“T wish him the very best in his 


future endeavors. And I pledge 
to the many dedicated employ- 
ees at the Health Department 
our strong support in their 
efforts to improve the health 
and safety of all Minnesotans.” 

In an unusual move, Day- 
ton also gave the Minnesota 
Department of Human Services 
(DHS) sweeping new powers 
over the agency responsible 


for investigating abuse and 
neglect in senior care homes. 
The much-larger Department 
of Human Services will have 
the authority to direct Health 
Department staff, make per- 
sonnel decisions and imple- 
ment changes to the agency’s 
work and investigative process, 
according to a far-reaching 

See COMMISSIONER on A7 > 


Dr. Edward Ehlinger’s resigna- 
tion was among several major 
changes at the Health Dept. 
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NTSB says Amtrak t 

locomotive was aX l 
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30-mph zone. A3 The upper chamber sent 
Malware linked it back to the House for a 

to North Korea revote on Wednesday. 
Attack in May hit 

computers across By STEPHEN OHLEMACHER and 
the globe. A4 MARCY GORDON ° Associated Press 
Ex-Archbishop WASHINGTON - Jubilant 
Law dies at 86 Republicans pushed on early 
Former Boston Wednesday to the verge of the 
church leader was most sweeping rewrite of the 
at center of sex nation’s tax laws in more than 


abuse scandal. A4 
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‘Dreamers’ make 


Cargill sensory specialist Nisa Tharayil prepared two plates of French fries for Roger Beyer, one of 14 taste testers. 


three decades, a deeply unpop- 
ular bill they insist Americans 
will learn to love when they see 
their paychecks in the new year. 

President Donald Trump 


a push for help cheered the lawmakers on, 
Young immigrants eager to claim his first major 
fight for legislative legislative victory. 
relief to replace e e T re I | C l } The Senate narrowly passed 
program. B1 9 the legislation on a party-line 
vote, 51-48, after midnight, 
Mayo workers è è hours after the GOP rammed it 
on 1-day strike through the House, 227-203. But 
Action in Albert l ll CO Í | S Í | e T S b l | It P. it wasn’t the final word in Con- 
Lea a protest over \ \ l ] e gress because of one last hiccup. 
stalled labor nego- Three provisions in the bill, 


tiations. B1 


Many shoppers fear GMOs, but scientists tout benefits of innovation 


including its title, violated Sen- 
ate rules, forcing the Senate to 
strip them out. So the massive 


NIN bill was hauled back across the 
Koivu, Wild Capitol for the House to revote 
end slides Story by KRISTEN LEIGH PAINTER ° Photos by GLEN STUBBE ° Star Tribune SAYING NO TO GMOs Wednesday, and Republicans 
Captain breaks : to cheer again. 
According to a recent surve 
FORT COLLINS, COLO. 8 y . 
24-game goal of consumers, here are the most Hours earlier, House Speaker 


drought in 6-4 win 
over Ottawa. C1 


Ex-U coach Kill 


ich Fletcher spent 1l years tinkering with the genetics of the 
canola plant in pursuit of a single goal: Lowering the fat con- 
tent of the oil it produces, one of the most widely used food 


additives in the world. 


common reasons consumers say that 
they “deliberately avoid or reduce the 
amount of genetically modified food 


Paul Ryan, who has worked years 
toward the goal ofrevamping the 
tax code, gleefully pounded the 
gavel on the House vote. 


b : . . i in their daily diet.” 
forced to retire He succeeded. His employer, Cargill Inc., will begin sell- GOP House members 
Health woes lead ing the new, healthier oil to food companies around the world as soon Possible impact on health roared and applauded as they 
to departure from as next month. Thanks to Fletcher and his team of scientists, those 66% passed the $1.5 trillion package 


Rutgers job. C7 


companies will be able to sell healthier French fries, cookies and thou- 


sands of other food items. 
But a lot of people will refuse to buy those products. 


Want to know what'’s in the food 
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that will touch every American 
taxpayer and every corner of 
the U.S. economy, providing 


BOSINESS Cargill’s breakthrough included altering the genetic code of the new Don’t support companies using GMOs steep tax cuts for businesses 
Guilty plea in canola plant to withstand weed killers that growers might use in their 36% and the wealthy, and more 
Starkey case fields. That makes the oil it produces a genetically modified organism, Possible impact on environment modest help for middle- and 
Former executive or GMO, something a growing number of consumers fear and that gov- ae low-income families. 
reaches deal, could ernments in some parts of the world outlaw. ° See TAXES on A5> 
face prison for con- “Food is as divisive as politics now. I even experience that in my Don’t know enough about GMOs 
spiracy. D1 family,” Fletcher said. “I have some people who may perceive these 27% THE 3 VIOLATIONS 

improvements we’ve made as nonnatural. But, in the end, these kinds Concerned about plant biodiversity * A provision that would let 
VARIETY of innovations have gotten us to where we’ve never been.” 31% families use tax-advan- 

Fear of GMOs is perhaps the clearest indicator of the skepticism that ° taged 529 accounts for 
Kidney donor $ consumers have about the role science can play in improving the envi- Source: Organic and Natural Report, home-schooling expenses. 
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HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 


The final pas- 
senger flight of a 
Boeing 747 into 
MSP takes place on 
Wednesday with a 
little buzz. D1 
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when the endowments 
of private universities are 
subject to a new excise tax. 


State predicts PolyMet would need $1B to cover mine risks 


Half would go for long-term water treatment after copper-nickel mine closes. 


By JOSEPHINE MARCOTTY 
jmarcotty@startribune.com 


PolyMet Mining Corp. would 
have to put up roughly $1 billion 
halfway through the life of its 
proposed copper-nickel mine 
in northern Minnesota to pro- 
tect state taxpayers from envi- 


ronmental risks — with more 
than half the funds dedicated to 
a trust fund for water treatment 
that would be required long after 
the mine has closed. 

The estimate by state regula- 
tors, obtained by the Star Tri- 
bune through a data practices 
request, for the first time puts a 


dollar amount on the significant 
risks to water, air and wildlife 
that come with a new kind of 
mining for Minnesota. 

The peak-mining cost esti- 
mate is three times higher than 
what PolyMet first proposed 
a year ago, and approximates 
what outside engineering 


experts have recommended 
because of the scale and sever- 
ity of potential water contami- 
nation from hard-rock mining. 

The projections are con- 
tained in documents produced 
by state regulators as they 
develop financial protections 
that, by state law, must accom- 
pany the permit to mine that 
PolyMet is seeking. The permit 


willbe open to public comment 
early next year, but officials 
say they haven’t decided yet 
whether those long-term costs 
will be included. 

The mining permit repre- 
sents a critical turning point 
for one of the longest, most 
contentious environmental 
debates in state history. 

See POLYMET on A7> 
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